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David Weston has spent a lifetime acting in Shakespeare’s plays, and has been directed by the

likes of Sir Peter Hall, Trevor Nunn and Michael Croft. Chosen as Ian McKellen’s understudy in

the RSC’s King Lear, David toured the world and recorded his experiences in his diary, which

became the award-winning Covering McKellen: An Understudy’s Tale, called ‘Salty, evocative

and informative’ by the Daily Mail. It went on to win the prestigious S.T.R. Theatre Book of the

Year Prize for 2011.In Covering Shakespeare Weston goes even further, tracing his sixty-two

year association with the Bard. He has appeared in twenty-nine of the thirty-seven plays, many

several times, and has worked with all the major companies to the outmost limits of the Fringe,

from Hollywood to Hong Kong, with the great, the mediocre and the forgotten. He has stories

and reminiscences about them all, as well as advice for young actors written in his inimitable

style.The book also contains a synopsis of each play and table outlining the total number of

lines per character in each of Shakespeare’s plays, rediscovered from an 1889 edition of

Evenings with Shakespeare: A Handbook to the Study of His Works.Shortlisted for the

Sheridan Morley Prize for Theatre Biography 2015

“A mixture of theatrical history, opinionated views and personal reminiscences. Sharp insights,

anecdotes and vibrant character sketches pour from [Weston's] pen, as do dismissive put-

downs... His book should be compulsory reading for any aspiring actor still labouring under the

delusion that the profession is in any way glamourous... Weston may never have played Hamlet

during his long career, but he has achieved something possibly more valuable. He has

become, in Hamlet's phrase, one of the abstract and brief chroniclers of the time.”  �Mail on

Sunday“After the success of his first book, I look forward immensely to reading this one.”  �Dame

Judi Dench“[An] excellent book”  �Michael Billington, The Guardian“Should be in the pocket of

every young actor - and also those of us who are not so young.”  �Patricia Hodge“Weston gives

the readers a front row seat as well as fascinating backstage glimpses.”  �Martin Jarvis“It's a real

pleasure to spend a few hours in the company of Mr Shakespeare and Mr Weston.”  �Ian

McShane--This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorDavid Weston is an

English actor, director and author. Since graduating from RADA he has acted in numerous film,

television and stage productions, including twentyâ€nine plays in Shakespeare's canon. With

Michael Croft he was a founder member of the National Youth Theatre. He has directed also at

the Regent's Park Open Air Theatre anda number of other theatres in London. He wrote and

narrated a series of nonâ€fiction audio books, including Shakespeare:His Life and Work which

won the 2001 Benjamin Franklin Award for best audio nonâ€fiction book. Covering McKellen:

An Understudy’s Tale won the 2011 Theatre Book Prize. His recently published novel Dodger

Down Under was described by the Mail on Sunday as ‘a delightful Dickensian pastiche which

will definitely have the readers clamouring for more.’ --This text refers to the hardcover edition.
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David S Welham, “... was himself an actor and wrote plays which provided excellent parts and

held the attention of his audience. Shakespeare was himself an actor and wrote plays which

provided excellent parts and held the attention of his audience. His plays are still gripping, if

well acted and also well directed (the latter being sadly rare). It is good to hear the views of an

intelligent and experienced man of the theatre - worth so much more than those of an

academic who may know a great deal about Elizabethan times but could not act for a toffie

apple and does not really understand how plays work as plays (rather than as specimens of

English literature).I once briefly met David Weston, who had been a pupil of the school where I

much later fetched up as a teacher. I liked him very much and am delighted to see that, after a

fulfilling career in theatre, he has now become a successful writer as well.”

Barbara Mosse, “Another triumph!. Having greatly enjoyed David Weston's earlier book,

'Covering McKellen', I approached 'Covering Shakespeare' with considerable anticipation. It did

not disappoint! It is an highly enjoyable read, combining items of historical interest concerning

the background to each play, followed by the author's own rich personal memories. Weston is a

skilful and engaging writer, self-aware, honest about his feelings and generous in his

appreciation of the talents of others. His love of Shakespeare and of the acting profession in

general shines through again, as it did in his earlier book. 'Covering Shakespeare is also

extremely funny! I particularly enjoyed the account of the arrival of an unexpected guest (a cat)

at the banquet in 'Macbeth',during one schools' performance - and the cast's subsequent

(unsuccessful) attempts to catch it. . .!”

rh, “A great read for all theatre lovers.. Splendidly entertaining account of the author's brushes

with the bard (through almost the whole canon of plays), with fascinating side comments on

each play's history, plot, characters, etc. A great read for all theatre people, and a good one for

those who rarely enter a theatre. Famous names, past and present abound, and the anecdotes

are hilarious.”

M. J. O'Sullivan, “A very entertaining look at one actor's up and down .... A very entertaining

look at one actor's up and down career, and his determination to stick with the career he loves.

It should be required reading for aspiring actors.”

Audrey Putney, “A really enjoyable book.. A really enjoyable book. It describes an actor's life

with all its ups and downs. its excitements and disappointments and hard work. and at the end,

despite all, he wouldn't have missed  it for anything!”

The book by David Weston has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 10 people have provided feedback.



Language: English

File size: 9458 KB

Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited

Text-to-Speech: Enabled

Screen Reader: Supported

Enhanced typesetting: Enabled

X-Ray: Not Enabled

Word Wise: Enabled

Print length: 296 pages

Lending: Not Enabled

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

